
INTRODUCTION	 XI
authors	 XV

Chapter 1.	 Comparative education, modernity and 
postmodernity	 1

	 María José García Ruiz and Alicia Sianes-Bautista

Objectives.......................................................................................................       1
Learning outcomes..........................................................................................       2
1.	 Introduction...............................................................................................       2
2.	 Globalisation and postmodernism in comparative education.....................       3

2.1.	Globalisation......................................................................................       4
2.1.1.	Internationalisation of education...............................................       4
2.1.2.	The curricular dimension of education......................................       6

2.2.	Postmodernism...................................................................................       7
3.	 Modernism versus postmodernism in comparative education.....................       8

3.1.	Comparative education and modernism..............................................       8
3.2.	Comparative education and postmodernism.......................................     10

3.2.1.	The relativistic character of postmodernism..............................     12
3.2.2.	Postmodern critique to eurocentrism and social injustice..........     12

3.3.	Transitology........................................................................................     13
4.	 Comparative and international education in the 21st century......................     14

4.1.	Denomination and object of study......................................................     14
4.2.	Epistemology and methodology of comparative and international 

education............................................................................................     15
4.3.	Future of comparative and international education..............................    17

5. Summary.....................................................................................................     19
Links of interest...............................................................................................     22
References.......................................................................................................     22

Index



VIII INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION: POLITICS AND POLICIES. NEW APPROACHES
Index

Glossary..........................................................................................................     27
Questions for debate.......................................................................................     29

Chapter 2.	 TRADITION VERSUS REFORM IN EDUCATION  
DURING THE 21st CENTURY	 31

	 María José García Ruiz and Alicia Sianes-Bautista

Objectives.......................................................................................................     31
Learning outcomes..........................................................................................     31
1.	 Introduction...............................................................................................     32
2.	 Lifelong learning........................................................................................     33

2.1.	Origin and development until the 21st century....................................     34
2.2.	Lifelong learning in the 21st century, critics and further development..     35

2.2.1.	Unesco and lifelong learning....................................................     36
2.2.2.	Oecd and lifelong learning.......................................................     36

2.3.	Future perspectives of lifelong learning...............................................     37
3.	 Traditional versus modern pedagogies.......................................................     38

3.1.	Formal or traditional pedagogy...........................................................     39
3.2.	Progressive pedagogy..........................................................................     10
3.3.	The debate is still open.......................................................................     42

4.	 Generation of knowledge in the 21st century..............................................     42
4.1.	Mode 1 versus mode 2 of knowledge creation....................................     42
4.2.	The end of the university as we know it (and it doesn’t feel fine).........     44
4.3.	Artificial intelligence in knowledge creation.......................................     46

4.3.1.	Ai in academic writing and the problem of authorship..............     46
4.3.2.	Ai in academic writing from a comparative perspective............     47

4.4.	Future interests and concerns..............................................................     48
5.	 Summary....................................................................................................     48
Links of interest...............................................................................................     52
References.......................................................................................................     52
Glossary..........................................................................................................     56
Questions for debate.......................................................................................     57

Chapter 3.	 THE RECURRENT DEBATE OF COMPREHENSIVENESS 
VERSUS STRATIFICATION IN EDUCATION IN THE  
21ST CENTURY	 59

	 María José García Ruiz and Alicia Sianes-Bautista

Objectives.......................................................................................................     59
Learning outcomes..........................................................................................     60
1.	 Introduction...............................................................................................     60



IXINTERNATIONAL EDUCATION: POLITICS AND POLICIES. NEW APPROACHES
Index

2.	 Principles of equity and freedom in education...........................................     61
2.1.	The principle of equity of education....................................................     61

2.1.1.	Equity in education in the 21st century......................................     62
2.2.	The principle of freedom in education................................................     64
2.3.	The principle of excellence in education.............................................     65

3.	 Comprehensive education..........................................................................     66
3.1.	Comprehensive education in europe: origins and historical  

background.........................................................................................     66
3.2.	Comprehensive education in the nordic countries...............................     68

3.2.1.	Sweden.....................................................................................     69
3.2.2.	Finland.....................................................................................     70
3.2.3.	Norway.....................................................................................     72
3.2.4.	Denmark...................................................................................     73
3.2.5.	Iceland......................................................................................     74

3.3.	Comprehensive education in England.................................................     75
3.4.	Comprehensive education in Spain, from a comparative perspective..     77
3.5.	Comprehensive education in the 21st century......................................     79

4.	 Stratified education....................................................................................     81
4.1.	Stratified education in Europe: origins and historical background........     81
4.2.	Stratified education in Germany..........................................................     83

5.	 Summary....................................................................................................     87
Links of interest...............................................................................................     90
References.......................................................................................................     90
Glossary..........................................................................................................     96
Questions for debate.......................................................................................     96

Chapter 4.	 HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE: TRADITIONAL  
MODELS AND THE IMPACT OF TRANSNATIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL TRENDS	 97

	 María José García Ruiz and Alicia Sianes-Bautista

Objectives.......................................................................................................     97
Learning outcomes..........................................................................................     97
1.	 Introduction...............................................................................................     98
2.	 University and higher education traditions in Europe.................................     99

2.1.	Higher education in England: historical background...........................   101
2.2.	Higher education in France: historical background.............................   104
2.3.	Higher education in Germany: a historical background......................   107

3.	 Globalisation in European higher education...............................................   109
3.1.	Crisis at university?..............................................................................   109
3.2.	Idea and epistemology of the European university...............................   111
3.3.	Ethos and mission(s) of the European university..................................   112



X INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION: POLITICS AND POLICIES. NEW APPROACHES
Index

3.4.	The European Higher Education Area..................................................   115
4.	 The future of universities: challenges and opportunities.............................   114
5.	 Summary....................................................................................................   116
Links of interest...............................................................................................   119
References.......................................................................................................   119
Glossary..........................................................................................................   125
Questions for debate.......................................................................................   125


